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l. Schools in Hungary were under the complete control of the
Ministry of Edueation which was, in turn, indirectly dominated
by the USSR Communistic ideology. At the age of six, children
had already been ideologically indoctrinated; they had learned
that Stalin and Rakosi were great teachers and leaders and
could even spell their names and chant them in unison. All
textbooks were lent to the students by the state and were
written in propagandistic style.

2+ In an effort to eliminate illiteracy, the Hungarians enacted

a law in 1947 which required all children between the ages of

six and 1l to attend the "Citizens! Schools", This law was

favorably received and was generally complied with except in

some of the outlying villages and districts, Private schools

disappeared and only a few parochial schools, principally 50X1

Evangelical and Reform, were still in existence; instruction

was by regular teachers and was, on the whole, good because

classes were small, | | 501
| 11 schools were free. "School buildings

were old and ejuipment was poor except in "workers" districts 50X1

where modern buildings and facilities were being provided as

rapidly as funds would permit. Overcrowding of schoolrooms was

quite general, due largely to the shortage of teachers, Parents

were encouraged to make suggestions relative to school matters,

but only such suggestions &s were in the interest of the

established plan were accepted. In fact, parents felt that any

adverse suggestions would be used against them in the future

with regard to their personal affairs and the admission of

their children to the universities. Separate schools were

provided for boys and girls. 4 few co-educational schools

existed but this was frowned upon, and the trend was toward

Separation except in trade secrets, Medical examinations of
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all pupils were reguired and given without cost twice each
year. Any serious threat to the pupiliz health was referred

to a specialist. Vaccination and immunization were obligatory
The doctor was usualily a woman who also taught classes in :

. soclal and personal hyglene. Supplemental lunches and free

milk were unknown,except for children whose parents worked all
day.

In general teachers in the "Citizens' Schools"™ were well trained
and instruction was good, but it was far from effective be-
cause one teacher might have 40 or more pupils. The shortage

of teachers was dus largely to the pay scale, which was con-
siderably lower than that of any other profession., Parents did
not want their children to become teachers. Assistants at the
Eoetvoes Lorand University were urged to become teachers and

systematic tours were made by officials in an effort to recrult

teachers. But no inducements such as scholarships, prizes, ete,
were offered. Once an individual was tralned as a teacher he
had to teach. There were about as many men as women teachers,
and most of them were married and had families. The appoint-
ment as a teacher, made by the Ministry of Education, was
usually for life, but teachers were frequently transferred from
place to place. They worked from 20 to 24 hours per six day

;. -week. 1n the achool room. Many teachers supplemented their
-regular imcome by teaching in trade schools .at night, or by

 ‘supervising groups of children whose parents worked. Tt was

the responsibllity of the teacher to guide the student so that
he showed progress. If the student showed no progress, the
blame fell on the teacher and he was often obliged to devote
speclal attention to backward students, to coach them so that -
they would improve. The teacher was not permitted to fail a
pupll. Speeial attention was given toc the children of workers
and peasants. Teachers were charged with familiarizing them-
selves with the home conditions, health, ete, of all their
pupils. Discipline in the lower schools was at a rather low
ebb. The slogan under the new order that "children are not. to
be treated as animals"™ had led to a complete breakdown of the
old concept of discipline. Pupils were required to refer to

"the. teacher as "Comrade"; they have been known to do physical

injury to teachers.

The school year was divided into two semesters, September 1 to
the end of Jamuary, and February 1 to June 1. Christmas B
holidays were observed. Schools wers in session six days a week
from eight o'clock until noon. Afternoons were devoted to
physical training (which was obligatory Lo the age of 18),

- activities of "Pioneer" groups, and the Democratic Youth
- Organization. In addition to the usual group and individual

physical exercises, singing organizations and excursions to

the mountains formed an important part of the students!

activities. They were expected to take part in competitive sports
such @&s basketball and football on Sunday. A certain pro-
ficiency in physical training was required for admission to

the Munkara Harcra Kesz (Ready for Work and for Battle) which

no one was obliged to join, but most people found it easier

to participate than to "explain" why they did not wish to

become members. ‘
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claas examinations were given at the end of every school year,
These were usually oral and were conducted by 2 committee which
usually corisisted ¢~ #me pupil's teacher plus another teacher. -
Parents were inviies: 3o attend the exam&nation. Emphasis was.
placed on the ideorcgieal aspacts of the pupil!s knowledge.
Failures were rars since the teacher and the batter puplls were '
held responsible for all failures. Prilzes, medals, free
exeursions to the mourntains with the Ploneers, and sometimes .
money, were given as inducements to better scholarshilpsz. Stand-
ing 8%t the head of the class was looked upon as & signal. honor.

The school life of the Hungarian child may be divided into three._

periods; up to six years of age, from six to 10 years, and from -

10 te 1& The training during the first period (up to six

years of age) was the customary kindergarten type. Nursery

schools and kindergartens were free but there were not nearly

snough %o sccommodate all the children. Chilléren of working

mothers were usually put in nurseriles from the age of six RO

months to three years; from three to six, they attended kinder- -

garten. Some factories provided such schools, but often childe

ren of working parents were left with in-laws or simply locked

in the apartment. The Eoetvoes Lorand University| | -
was planning to &dd a nursery schocl.  During the second

period (six %o 10 years), training was confined to what might 50X1

be called the "three R's” in Hungarian,with the addition of the

Eugslan language. Duaring the 10 to 14 age period the program

wag expanded to inelude literature, grammar, natural sciencs,

& cholce of German, Fremnch, or Italian; ideological courses,

and Hussilan geography. The latter received greater emphasis

than Hungarlan geography much to the chagrin of the Hungarians, '

Natural sciences were very popular even at the lower school

levels. The selences Were taught separately (ie, not as

general science% without laboratory.

50X1

School attendance after the age of 14 was not compulsory in
Hungary. Those whg had reached that age and had completed
satisfactorily the Citizens' School might choose to learn a:

trade, in which cese they became apprerntices and attended a
speclal school once a week} or they might enter one of three

types of secondary schools, ie, gymnasium, technical, or com-
mercial .’ Admisslicn tothe secondary schcols was based on an
examination (whi ' +«2~ largely i1ddological), the pupil's

previous record, Lis family background (workers®' children _
were given prefarence), and his record in Pioneer and Demo-

eratic Youth groups (this aspect was considered highly 1nportant),
Jelection of pupils for the secondary schools was made by
representatives of the school and the government. Secondary
education covered a period of four years; a nominal fee, in .
keeping with the student's abllity to pay, was charged. Ly
Philoacphy, literature, and cnuraes bearing heavily on 1deology
were required. The physieal g2lences were very much in demand .

in the secondary schools; laboratory work was possgible but

the squipment was poor and old.

(a) Less than half of those who greduated from the Citizens!
Schools went to the gymnasium, which offered the most
general type of curriculum. Inatruction was depart-
mentalized and in general good., Moast teachers had a
diploma roughly eguivalent to the US bacherlor's degree,
but their pay was low, only 800 forints per month after.
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20 years! experience; thelr work load was 20-24 hours a
week. Pupils who expected to take up mediclne or
dentistry were required to be graduates of the gymnasium,
Universities accepted graduates from the gymnasium§ how-
ever, pupils from the technical schools were more likely
to be accepted by one of the scientific institutes of the
university. ‘ :

(b) Pupils started work on their specialization in the tech-
nical schools and found it comparatively easy to get a
Job in industry upon the completion of the course., They
could meke their own choice of place to works however,
the government spread strong propaganda according to the
needs of the various ministries. In 1950 work in the
mines was emphasized, while in 1951 work in the iron
and steel industry was strongly recommended.

It was the concensus of the staff of the Eoetvoes Lorand Univer-
sity that the secondary schools offered adequate instruction’

if the pupil would only learn; experience indicated that the
group entering the university was more poorly prepared each
succeeding year, ‘

8, Admission to a university in Hungary was by invitation and
examination; the procedure was as follows: the Director of ,
each secondary school (a teacher with a limited classroom load
of four to six hours) prepared a brief on those students who,
in his opinion, should attend the university; this brief in- -
eluded information on school achievements, home life, and .
community activities. Those who came from the laboring class
had an advantage. The briefs were then sent to the Mlnlster
of Education who selected those whom he thought should attend
the university; this list was then sent to the unlversity. The
officials of the institutes of thée unilversity sent invitatlons
to the selected students asking them to present themselves
for entrance examinations. The examinations were oral except
for one; the student had to explain in writing why he was
c¢hoosing & particular field, what ke intended to accomplish,
and the responsibillities of a man in that field, Ideology

-and Communist Party reliabllity welghed heavily in the
selection of students,. . and an ldeological examlnation was
always included; this examination was introduced in 1948,
During this examination the student was asked to interpret
the latest news, both domestic and foreign, political and
economic, in the light of the Stalin-Lenin theory. He was
asked to explain his ideas of land distribution, national-
ization of industry, and in general the reforms introduced
by the Communist regime. Those who had not been active in
the youth movements stood little chance of being admitted,

In case a student did not recelve an invitation to take the
examination, or failed the examination itself, he could seek
admission to the university after spending six months or &
year in a Job requiring physical labor. Legally the physiecal
labor was not required, but it had become a practical hurdle.
His application would be reconsidered by the officlals
concerned, and he could be accepted if there was room,. The
university was very crowded and there were many rejections,
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In 1945 a new type of course was introduced in Hungary, not only

.to increase the number of professional workers, but also to

‘give an opportunity to those capable individuals who had had
no chance for higher education under the former regime., The

.persons Belected were usually farmers or workers who were

ldeologlically reliable and who showed some ability. For the
most part they were older (at least 30). They took a one-year
course (szakeretsegl tanfolyam) which covered only those
subjects pertinent to the particular field of speclalization. .
For lnstance, such people were admitted to the University Medical
School after studying, for one year, Latin, arithmetic, physies,
eheuistryﬁ blology, and physiology at.a "college". There was
college” on Vacl utea in Budapest. After the special
one~year course, the lndividual applied for the entrance 3
examination to the university. There were few failures in sub-
Jeet matter in this group, but fallures in the ideological C
examination were common. In 1951, 50 per cent of the students -
eof the university fell into this category and on the whole they
were ggod students., This type of study was to be discontinued
in 1952. ’

A "diploma" was awarded to those students who completed what
might be called the undergraduate program, The length of the
course variled slightly in different institutes. In chemistry
1t was eight to nine semesters; in physies, 10; and in the
humanitles, eight. Examlnations were given at the end of every
year and at the end of the program. The practical philosophy

- of falling a student was the following:

" End 6f,f1rst year - Don't fail him; everything is so new,
give him time to adjust. )

End of second year - Don't faill him; he may improve and
' the state has already invested some money in him,

End of third year - Don't fail him after investing so
much money in him, )

End of fourth year - Don't fail him now after aliowing
him to remain four years,

Instructors were charged to "funnel” enough informetion into

-the student's head so that he could answer the questions on the 50x1'

examination correetly. The examiner was instructed to put
the question until the student gave the correct answer.
one third of the students were of sub-university

caliber, There was a great demand for "diplom" students in
industey, particular1¥ those who had studied the physical
sciences, Until the "diplom" was granted, men and women
students received equal consideration. Thereafter, industry
gave men & declded preference because it was believed that they
make better supervisors, '

50X1

Fees, tutition, breakage costs, ete were adjusted to the
student's ability to pay. They could be remitted entirely

for those whose parents were "poor workers" and politicaly -
reliable, All yniversity students had to study ideology two .
hours a week, and spend two hours a week studying the Russian
language. All those men who were physically fit,as well as
women studying medieine and pharmaey, were required to take four
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hours of mllitary tralning per week. The theory was that instead
of postponing army service until the university student was
graduated, he would take such tralning concurrently with his
unlverslty studies and, upon graduation, would be placed in

the reserve,

12, For those who wished to continue their scientific education,
the following plan was set forth in a law which went into
effeet in February 1951. After receiving a "diplom" the ‘
student spent one year in practical work. (Legally he would.
not have %o work, but in practice he must,.,) Then he had to
pass a light examination mostly on ideological opinions. If-
the report on his work was satisfactory, and he was successful
in his examination, he was recommended by a department or
institute to a committee of the Academy of Sciences which made
the final declsion. If the action was favorable, the student
became an "aspirant”. In selecting an'aspirant" great stress
was pléced on political reliability. Often students, who
kmew the subject well, were rejected because they were con-
sidered ldeologlcally unreliable. In January 1952 there were
nine people working as "aspirants" in the natural sclences at
Eoetvoes Lorand University. As an "aspirant” the student
worked approximately three years. Courses in Russilan were
required as were certain subject matter courses, in which the
student might be lacking. Most of this time was spent in the
solutlion of a problem set by the professor, The report of the
solution of the problem (dissertation) had to be accepted by
two officers of the university. If they approved the disger-
tation, the student was allowed to defend it in public and
he became & "candidate" for the doctoral degree, Aiter a
lapse of at least & year, some publications, and another
examination, the degree of Doctor of Science was granted. The
doetoral degree as well as all academlc titles were abolished:
by the government in 1950, but academic objection was so great
that, upon the intervention of the Academy of Sciences, the
degree was restored after a short time. It was planned to £ill

all positions of responsibility in the government with indivi- 50x1

duals having doctors degrees, hence every possible precaution
was taken to see that candidates were politically reliable.

i Since the law hed only been in force about a year| 30X1
it was too early to Judge its operation, | 50X

T | Under the
. present regime, "candldate"” was &lso an honorary title; pro-
fessors with degrees now at the university could apply for it .
and after the necessary investigation by the committee an hon-
orary degree of Doctor of Sciencecodd be awarded, Those with
the.doctoral degree were assigned Jobs by the Ministry of ‘
Education, If & student refused to accept an assignment he had

to walt six months before getting another. When any ministry
asked for a man employed by some other ministry, a satisfactory
replacement had to be made. Arbitrarily leaving a job to T
which one had been assigned carried a penalty of five years in
prison. "Aspirants" were paild a salary of 1500 forints per
month; candidates got an ‘additional 400 forints; and an :
honerary doctor of science received an additional 800 forints
per month, In 1951, a regulation was put into effect pro-
hibiting any student from doing "outside" work.

-end-
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